
WBC Homework #6 (2019) 

To be completed after reading assignments for and experiencing presentations from, class 5. Will be reviewed just prior to start of class 7. 
. 
1. A good source for weather forecasts to help you plan a backpack trip can be found through: 

a. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – National Weather Service 
b. By contacting the managing ranger station for your hike destination 
c. By calling Alisse’s mom in Indiana; she uses crystals, a very stable rock form to forecast with 
d. Both a. and b.  Definitely not c. – sorry mom  

2. True or False. A gray cloud means it will rain. 

3. What should you do if you hear an unusually loud roaring sound coming from upstream – even if the sun is 
shining? What could it be caused by? 

4. Which type of weather and potential ramifications are of most concern to hikers in Southern California? 
a. Sun; exposure and heat 
b. Severe rainfall 
c. Significantly cold temperatures 
d. All of the above 

5. What does indigenous flora and fauna refer to? 

6. What is acceptable to do if a local black bear is encountered on the trail or in camp? 
a. Scream really loud and run like hell while scattering your trail mix to stall it! 
b. Throw rocks, yell bad names and swing punches at it as if you were going to beat it up! 
c. Speak really soft and soothingly while offering it food to placate it. 
d. Don’t panic, plan an escape route, call to your friends and make sure you stay ahead of them. 

7. You find a rattlesnake on the side of the trail, what should you do? 

8. True or False: Someone who is not allergic to poison oak will retain that immunity for life. 

9. True or False:  In an area known for bears you should bury dishwater with its smelly food bits. 

10. Which of the following campsites would leave the least negative impact? 
a. A flat sandy area right next to a creek. 
b. An overgrown but seemingly established campsite. 
c. A twiggy, pine needled, dry spot well away from the trail and water. 
d. A fern covered meadow 200 ft from a creek. 

11. When hiking or camping next to a stream how many feet away from it should you walk to poop? 

12. True or False:  Our local mountains were once under the ocean.  

13. What do the stripes of different colored rock on cliff sides indicate? 


