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Trip Grading System 

The grade is a 3-part code describing the difficulty of the outing. The first part, a letter, 
refers to the overall difficulty of the trip. The second part, a number, states the number of 
miles that will be traveled on the longest day. The third part, another letter, refers to the 
total cumulative elevation gain, or loss, for the longest day. 
 
Difficulty   Mileage   Elevation Gain/Loss 
E = Easy   This is the number  A = less than 500 ft. 
M = Moderate   of miles, rounded to  B = 501 to 1000 ft. 
S = Strenuous   the nearest mile,  C = 1001 to 2000 ft. 
    traveled on the   D = 2001 to 3000 ft. 
    longest day of the  E = over 3001 ft. 
    trip. 
Example: M8C 
“M8C” would be a moderately difficult trip with an 8-mile hike on the longest day and which 
could climb or descend up to 2000 feet in one day. 
 
What to bring: backpack, good boots, 10 essentials, 2 quarts of water, 1-2 
lunches, 1 dinner, 1 breakfast, headlamp, overnight backpack gear (tent, stove 
and water filter can be shared) and the other items from your backpack list. 
 
1. Potrero   E1A/M4C   Grade: Easy (Moderate for optional day hike) 
Outing Leader: Murray Ruben      Assistant Leader: Peter Green 
 
Experience the San Rafael Wilderness, 45 miles north of Santa Barbara, on this trip to 
recently restored Potrero Camp.  This outing combines a short, easy, 1 hr backpack 
alongside beautiful Manzana Creek with an optional, moderately paced ridgeline day hike up 
the recently rebuilt Potrero Trail towards Hurricane Deck, where we will enjoy expansive 
views of the surrounding wilderness.  Under 200' gain/loss and 1.2 miles to the camp site(s), 
and up to 1500'and 4.2 miles round trip for day hike.  Day hike pace and duration will be 
adapted to fit group needs.  For more information, contact Murray at 
murraysantabarbara@gmail.com. 
 
2. Piedra Blanca   M3B         Grade: Moderate 
Outing Leader: Teresa Norris         Assistant Leader: Gina Cole 
 
Come hike the Piedra Blanca area of the Los Padres National Forest, 20 miles north of Ojai.  
We'll enjoy the beautiful rock formations of the "Piedra Blanca" and maybe find some 
Chumash pictographs along the way.  Backpack 2.6 miles to Piedra Blanca camp, climbing 
about 600’.  After we set up camp, alongside a lovely stream, we’ll do an optional exploratory 
4 mile round trip day hike towards Pine Mountain Lodge, climbing another 1000-1500’.  Make 
sure you bring your compass - we will be practicing our new navigation skills along the way!  
An Adventure Pass is required for each car.  If the Sespe River is too high to safely cross, 



we will hike to Lilly Meadows in Lockwood Valley, instead (3.0 miles, 1100 feet gain).  For 
more information, contact Teresa at teresahnorris@earthlink.net. 
 
3. Hell’s Half Acre   M4C         Grade: Moderate 
Outing Leader: Chrissy Magee      Assistant Leader: Kim Hocking 
 
Explore a portion of the backcountry, 45 miles north of Santa Barbara, with terrific views 
of the local wilderness.  Hell’s Half Acre is a series of fantastical rock formations 
surrounded by pines and native shrubs.  From here, you can see the Channel Islands.  
Saturday: Backpack about 4 miles on fire road, gain about 1,200 ft., and set up tents.  After 
lunch, day hike further along fire road to Hell’s Half Acre and maybe beyond, additional 2 – 
4 miles day hike.  Return to Hell’s Half Acre camp for happy hour and dinner.  Return to cars 
on Sunday by about 1 p.m.  For more information, contact Chrissy at a.chrissy@yahoo.com. 
 
4. Sheep Camp   S4C         Grade: Strenuous 
Outing Leader: Alisse Fisher       Assistant Leader: Annette Preciado 
 
We will hike 4.25 miles from the Nordic Ski Area parking lot (elevation 8,340 ft) at the end 
of Mt. Pinos Road to Sheep Camp (elevation 8,260 ft), gaining about 1000 and losing about 
1000 feet along the way.  The grade is gradual, but the altitude makes this a strenuous 
backpack.  Leaving the parking lot on a fire road we will hike through soaring evergreens and 
come to wide swaths of chaparral shrubs before the 8,847 ft. summit of Mt. Pinos, the 
highest point in Ventura and Kern County.  One can see the southern Central Valley, the 
southernmost Sierra Nevada, much of northern Ventura county, much of the Santa Barbara 
County mountains, the Caliente Range, the Carrizo Plain and the trace of the San Andreas 
Fault.  Beware of exposed, windy terrain.  We will stop at the Mt. Pinos Wildlife Viewing 
Site (more view) before heading down the switchbacking trail through the chaparral to the 
saddle over to the thick pines that climb up to the second highest peak in the county, 
Sawmill Mountain.  There we will swing by the Buddhist shrine and take in even more views 
shortly before reaching camp.  The camp is nestled between Jeffery pines and patches of 
wild lilies with a spring in camp and another nearby.  It gets its name from use by sheep 
herders from the San Joaquin Valley in the late 1880’s and 1890’s.  The mountains in the 
area are prized for their stargazing, so hope for clear nights.  An Adventure Pass is 
required for each car.  For more information, contact Alisse at alissefisher@gmail.com 
 
5. Chorro Grande   S4D         Grade: Strenuous 
Outing Leader: Scott Nelson     Assistant Leader: Jim Duliakas 
 
This trip begins on Highway 33, about 25 miles north of Ojai.  The trail (23W05) climbs 
past Oak Camp and switchbacks the flank of the Pine Mountain/Reyes Peak massif to reach 
a natural spring and camp at Chorro Grande (“Large Spring” in Spanish) (elev. 6,400 ft) 
after 4 miles and some 2,400 ft. of elevation gain.  Optional 5 mile out and back side trip to 
the top of Reyes Peak (elev. 7,514), the site of a former USFS fire tower.  Happy Hour with 
a shared something will be around 5:30 p.m.  We will return to cars by around 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday and can gather for a proper lunch at a local Ojai favorite, if people wish.  For more 
information, contact Scott at scottnelson808@gmail.com. 
 


