
WBC Homework #5 (2019) 

To be completed after reading assignments for and experiencing presentations from, class 4. Will be reviewed just prior to start of class 6. 

1. When choosing a backpacking stove you should consider? 
a. Who you might be backpacking with in the future and what types of meals you like to prepare. 
b. The weight, type of fuel and size of accessories you will be using for cooking on it. 
c. How store sales people and web searches rate the stoves you are considering. 
d. All of the above. 

2. What are three common fuels used in backpacking stoves and which is the most available? 
1.  Isobutene/propane mixture – most common and found in canister form at all sporting stores. 
2.  alcohol 
3.  white gas 

3. True, False or Undeterminable: Fast flowing, high mountain streams above 9,000 ft. elevation are ok to drink 
from without filtering.  It is recommended to filter. 

4. List three things you are trying to avoid by filtering water. 
1.   Girardia Iamblia 
2.   Cryptosporidium parvum 
3.   Campylobacter jejuni or Viruses 

5. True or False: Jetboil has all bases covered, the gourmet outdoor cook can even simmer her sauce. They are 
working on it though. 

6. To minimize the weight of food that you take on a backpack you can: 
a. Repackage foods. 
b. Freeze dry it beforehand. 
c. Buy dehydrated foods or dehydrate it yourself. 
d. a. and c. 

7. True or False: Fresh foods for cooking on backpack trips are not a good idea because of weight and 
perishability.  Although those facts may cause you to decide to not cook with fresh food, they do not supersede 
the pleasure that some people derive from cooking with them.  It is a personal choice and many fresh foods 
neither weigh a lot nor are that perishable. 

8. What is the best way to prevent food-borne illnesses? 
a. Wash your hands with soap before handling food.  Or use hand sanitizer. 
b. Eat only foods that have been boiled for at least 5 minutes. 
c. Take prescription anti-diarrhea medication on your trip. 
d. If you purify your water you don’t need to worry about food illnesses. 

9. What term is used to describe the difference between the two “Norths” and varies depending on where you are 
standing on the earth?  declination 

10. What is the bearing reading of due west?  270 

11. True or False: Because of battery issues cell phones aren’t worth the extra weight on a backpack trip.  There 
are solar chargers and many reasons to take a cell phone, in an emergency you may get reception on a hilltop 
for signalling a rescue.  There are many useful apps that work on airplane mode.  It can act as a GPS. 



12. How can GPS lead you astray when it tells you where to go?  When it does not have a map overlay it can not 
tell if it is sending you on a path crossed by a cliff, raging river or treacherous incline.


