
WBC Homework #7 (2019) 

To be completed after reading assignments for and experiencing presentations from, class 7. Will be reviewed just prior to start of class 8.. 

1) Because of impact issues WBC backpacking groups are restricted to how many participants? 
a. 15 
b. Varies with managing agency and trip itinerary (hiking location). 
c. 20 
d. Don’t worry bout it!  Just tell them you’re with WBC! 

2) True or False:  Unless you are planning a trip in the desert you don’t have to worry about checking 
for water sources, you can always pump more from the plentiful streams in our southern California 
mountains. Confirming water sources even in locations where streams have previously flowed year 
round is critical in a drought prone region. 

3) Name three ways to find out if the backpack trip you plan requires a permit. 
1.  Consult a backpacking guide book 
2.  Check with the managing agency of the area the hike is in (you would get it from them) 
3.  Google it and read some of the trip descriptions that come up 

4) After choosing a location and date a good trip plan includes the following: 
a. Obtain topo map of your trip area, contact management agency for permits and current trail 

info and arrange transportation. 
b. Use a topo map of your trip area to plot distance and time, use a reliable source for a 

weather forecast and sign the trail register if available. 
c. Get an old trip plan from someone else and leave word of your plans with someone not 

going. 
d. All of the above. 

5) Which of the following is usually the most important consideration if you are hoping for a fun trip? 
a. Good food. 
b. Compatible hiking companions. 
c. Interesting terrain. 
d. Lots of booze. 

6) What are some ways you can navigate that don’t rely on paper Map and Compass or GPS? 
Differing answers acceptable.  Movement of the sun for East/West.  Readable landmarks (rivers, 
tall peaks, cliff faces…) and a prior understanding of them in relation to your trip direction and 
cardinal directions.  Stars.  Not so much moss – smile. Maps and navigational tools downloaded on 
a smart phone.   

7) True or False: If you follow a creek you will eventually get to civilization, at least a road.  Some 
creeks begin and end in the wilderness.  It is however, good to stay near water if you are lost! 

8) What is the name of Craig Carey’s favorite local backpack camp? Sheep Camp (whimper)


